
 
 

   

  Lulled into a false sense of security 
 

  The great composer Beethoven used to love 
to play a trick on his polite salon audiences. He 
would play a lovely, soft, gentle piece of music 
and just when everyone was almost asleep, he 
would bring his whole forearm down with a 
crash for the final notes. 
  Today’s Gospel (Luke 12:49-56) is just such a 
forearm crash. It speaks of conflict and division. The context of 
the first audience is helpful. As Christianity spread throughout 
the Roman empire, the next generation, (notice each conflict is 
intergenerational) would stop making offerings to the family 
deities and the emperor. This would have caused great 
consternation to the older folk who would fear the gods would 
curse them. 
  The emperor had eyes everywhere and paid people to 
expose their family members. And they did! 
  The Roman empire is long gone. But to stand for Jesus and 
the Gospel does come at a cost, even in modern NZ.  
 

  ~ Nick Mountfort 
   
      

                    

Contact Us… 
Nick Mountfort, Vicar                   027 271 4909         
                             nick.mountfort@gmail.com 
Peg Riley, Associate Priest            021 311 304 

pegriley2021@gmail.com 
Albert Tang, Pastor            021 533 976 

antangvcc@gmail.com 
Stephen Yong, Pastor         0210 298 0428 

stepykc@gmail.com 

Email: office.stpetersanglican@gmail.com 
22 Main South Road, Upper Riccarton, Chch 

 

Wayne Sprott, Vicar’s Warden   027 339 6749  
Gin McKenzie, People’s Warden  021 105 7059  
Shyuan Wong, Parish Administrator 348 5653 

 Ethan Wilson-Bruce, Digital Minister 0210 8299 760  
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Exciting news…we 
are distributing 
vegetable seeds, 
soil, trays and 
labels on Sunday 

24th. We had the most amazing 
response last year and looking 
forward to the same this year. We 
have the usual seeds and a few new 
ones including chillies and 
capsicums. It is not too late to pot 
up plants especially with all that 
good spring growing weather just 
round the corner…apparently! We 
also need people to grow tomatoes 
and zucchinis. Even one or two 
helps.   

~ Plant Sale Team - Fiona Gilmore 
027 345 3478 

 

NZCCM Christchurch Community 
Day - Travelling Light 
The call to meditators to travel 
lightly through this world extends to 
every part of our lives: our lifestyle, 
relationships, work life,  community, 
belongings, leisure, and more. 
During our time together, Kathryn 
will invite us to explore this call 
through brief presentations, 
opportunities for personal reflection 
and group sharing, and periods of 
meditation. All are welcome. 
Facilitator: Kathryn Fernando 
Saturday, 20 September 2025 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm at the Atrium 
 

South Island Christian Book 
Authors Network Gathering  
If you've ever considered yourself a 
Christian Author or Scribe this could 
be for you. Contact Verna McFelin 
for more info.  
 Date: Saturday, 30th August 2025 
 Time: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
 Venue: Dawn’s place – 338 Marine 
Parade, New Brighton, Christchurch 
RSVP by Friday, 22nd August 
to: verna.mcfelin@gmail.com 

~ Alan Woods 0275 838312  

 

Gateway Spring 2025 deadline       
Next Gateway is calling for your 
contribution. Deadline is Sunday 31st 
August. Email your story to: 
    heatherandgraeme.cox@xtra.co.nz    
   ~ Graeme and Heather Cox 
 

Civil Defense for Riccarton 
Support is needed. Volunteers can 
do as much or as little as they want 
to plan next steps. Community 
workshops, identify sites. Churches 
and Schools are now recognised 
best used as drop in centres and 
information centres rather than 
emergency accommodation centres. 
Each community will have plans 
right for their area and people. 

~ Liz Delamere 
 

Meet the Council Candidates  
Two events. Methodist and Baptist 
Churches to be advertised on the 
Riccarton Hubb website.  

~ Liz Delamere 
 

The Riccarton Tool Shed 
Official opening: Tuesday 2nd Sep.  
See flyer on whiteboard for details. 

~ Liz Delamere 
 

The Bible study group 
started on Tuesday 5th 
August, in the Atrium of St 
Peter's Church, from 7-8pm 

every week. If you are interested, ask 
Alan Woods 0275838312 or Sue 
Robb 021 657 962. 
 

Keeping Good Company  
SUCCESS ON STAGE  Our performers 
with Keeping Good Company did 
very well at the recent Theatrefest 
competition gaining distinction in 
comedy and as a production of a NZ 
play amongst other awards. They 
also now join three other plays 
being sent through to the regionals 
in Nelson later this month. Please 
pray for their safe travel. 

~ David Winfield 

News in the Parish 



 
  This first one. 

                    ~ Liz Orr 
stpeterspreschool@mcctrust.nz 

Mission Table 

 Last Sunday's Mission table was 
raising funds for the Anglican Mission 
Tonga Appeal - following the 2022 
volcanic eruption and tsunami. 
 A big thank you to all who donat-
ed baking, plants, vegetables, sauces, 
pickles, jams..., coconut ice and craft 
goods. 
 And - thank you to everyone who 
set-up and ran the table, not forget-
ting everyone who came and support-
ed us.           
~ Jill and Gin (Noeline is visiting her 

great grandson!)  

Preschool news  This week’s diary 
 

 

Tuesday 19 Aug  
Morning Prayer & Staff Meeting — 9am 
Exercise Group — 9:30am, Parish Hall 
MC Praise Dance — 10:30am, Parish Hall 
Elms Court Village Service — 11:00am 
Care Bears  — 3:30pm, Atrium 
Bible study Group  — 7:00pm, Atrium 
MC Night Prayer — 7:30pm, Upper Room 
 

Wednesday 20 Aug  
Morning Prayer — 9am, Chapel 
Wednesday Service — 10am, Church 
Mandarin Cell Group — 10:30am, Bowden Hall 
Mahjong Club — 1:30pm, York Room 
Connect Band — 6:00pm, Atrium 
Connect Youth — 7.00pm, Bowden Hall 
 

Thursday 21 Aug  
Choir — 7:30pm, Church 
 

Friday 22 Aug  
Meditation — 9am, Chapel 
A-Team—9am, by the hall 
Conversation English Class — 4pm, Atrium 
 

Saturday 23 Aug 
Mandarin Cell Group — 7:00pm, Bowden Hall 
 

Sunday 24 Aug 
Baptism —10.45, Church 



  

 St Peter’s Church 
 8:00am— Eucharist  
 9:15am— Eucharist 

 10:45am— Connect Worship 
St Luke’s Church 

 9:30am— Eucharist  
Mandarin Congregation 

 2:00pm 
 

Readings:    
 Isaiah 5:1-7 The song of the vineyard 
Psalm 80:1-3,8-18  
Hebrew 11:29–12:2 Looking to Jesus  
Gospel Luke 12:49-56  

       

Sentence  
You hypocrites! You know how to in-
terpret the appearance of the earth 
and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time?  

 

Collect  
Let us pray to face troubles with 
courage...   

silence  
Disturbing God, like refining fire  
you move amongst us,  
setting parent against child.  
May we never shy away  
from the demands of the Gospel  
but with courage face the time 
of trial,  
through Jesus Christ, we ask it. 
Amen.  

 

Versicle and Response for Intercessions 
 

For your love and goodness,   
we give you thanks, O God. 
 

Next Week’s Readings: 
Jeremiah 1:4-10  
Psalm 71:1-6  
Hebrew 12:18-29  
Luke 13:10-17  
 
 
 
 

 

• For our mission partners 
 Petersgate: 

 Loving God we thank you for all 
the work done by the administra-
tion team at Petersgate, we pray for 
Sharon as she leaves for a new full-
time job, and ask for guidance in 
selecting a new person to replace 
her. We also thank you for all the 
guest speakers who contribute to 
the professional development of 
our counsellors through the year, 
helping to keep their knowledge 
relevant and up-to-date.    

 Preschool:  
  Rest and healing for those who are 
sick. 

  More new enrolments.   
 

• For Ivan, Janie and Isaac being bap-
tised on the 24

th
 Aug.   

• Other Prayers  
  We pray for those in need of prayer 

and known to us, especially: Marga-
ret B, Irene Ch, Dave G and Alison R 
and Grace L. 

               

• Diocesan Prayers  
ANGLICAN CARE:  
The Trust Board  
Chairperson: Ms Jane Evans  
City Missioner: Mrs Corinne Haines  
Administration and Finance Team  
Alcohol & Other Drugs Detox Team  
Social Services Team: Community 
Development Team; Night Shelters; 
Food Bank; Business Development 
Team  
Elder Care Project: The Rev’d Anne 
Russell-Brighty (Adrian)  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Worship Details Prayer Focus 

Please support the par-



www.christianmeditationnz.org.nz/community-days-retreats/christchurch-
community-day-travelling-light 

https://www.christianmeditationnz.org.nz/community-days-retreats/christchurch-community-day-travelling-light
https://www.christianmeditationnz.org.nz/community-days-retreats/christchurch-community-day-travelling-light




  









 
 








